
 
 

 1 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LONDON GREEN BELT COUNCIL  

HELD IN COMMITTEE ROOM 17, PALACE OF WESTMINSTER  

ON WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2017 

 
Present:  Richard Knox-Johnston (chair), John Croxen, Kristina Kenworthy, 

   Ray Liffen, Stan Jones, John Warren and representatives of 29 

   member organisations. 

In attendance:  Catherine Maguire 

 

APOLOGIES were received from CPRE Beds, CPRE Herts, Croham Valley Residents 

Assn., Dunton Community Assn., Environment Bromley, Hands Off the Green Belt – 

Bookham and Effingham Together, Holyport Residents Assn., Ickenham Residents 

Assn., Northaw and Cuffley, Ottershaw Society, Potters Bar Society, RAID Basildon, 

Ramblers Assn., Surrey Area, SCANGB, Guildford Society.  

 

1. MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on July 7 2016 not available. 

 

2. HOUSING WHITE PAPER  

 The following points were made: 

 There was still no definition of ‘exceptional circumstances’ in the NPPF 

 There were problems relating to pressures for development in Epping 

Forest District Council area and along the M11 

 Richard read from a transcript of what Gavin Barwell had said at the 

CPRE Annual Lecture; some of which was quite positive 

 The absence of any regional planning was a problem  

 The word ‘sustainable’ was also not defined in the NPPF 

 

 AGREED: Members to send in their comments to Catherine by 24 April. There 

 would also be an email to all members. 

 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT   

The Treasurer reported that for the financial year ended 31st August 2016 there 

was a  balance of £4073 in the bank. There had been income of around 

£11,000 in the current year to date, and there was now a balance of £13,000 

in the bank. The current paid-up membership was 65, with another 56 to pay. 

We had gained 5 new members. Individual membership had not yet been 

introduced; it would be brought in at the beginning of April and mention 

made on the website. Stan will follow up members who have yet to pay and 

those who have paid the old fee of £10 in the next few weeks. 

 

Catherine alerted members to the deadline of the fundraising appeal which 

was March 31. She encouraged those present to approach their members 

about making a donation. 

 

Geoff James (KENDRA) pointed out that his organisation’s rules meant that it 

was not possibly to directly promote the appeal. To get round this, KENDRA 
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members had been guided to the LGBC website but unfortunately there is no 

link to the Mydonate website. 

AGREED: Catherine to look into putting a link the Mydonate appeal on the 

LGBC website for the last few days of the appeal. 

 

4. HIGH COURT ACTIONS 

Reference was made to the court decision to refuse the Sports Hubin Walton-

on-Thames, and the decision of the Council the next day to grant permission. 

The adverse court decision on Warren Farm, Ealing was also mentioned, with 

the possibility of an appeal. The chairman said air quality was becoming an 

important planning issue and that members needed to find out if there 

was a  designated air quality management area when resisting development 

involving increased  traffic movements.  

 

5. LONDON GREEN BELT AS A NATIONAL PARK 

 This was a proposal on the table.  Alternatively, it could be a London Green 

 Belt Authority with planning powers and resources. The Landscape Institute is 

 keen to see the Green Belt made more attractive. Many would like to see a 

 right to roam. 

 AGREED: the Council should look into the idea this year, maybe together 

 with the The Landscape Institute, Ramblers Assn. and the National Parks Assn. 

 

6. PROJECT UPDATE 

  Catherine reported progress: 

 Website was being updated. Will publish response to HWP on website; 

 Had met with CPRE branches on 14 March; 

 Much of the work since the last meeting had focused on supporting and 
promoting LGBC: Epping Forest Local Plan; 38º petition, Housing WP –press 

release and member consultation, organisation of membership records, 

engagement with potential new members and lapsed members; 

 Vastly improved communication with members – it was agreed that 

communication via email was still the best way of maintaining contact with 

members; 

 The threats map was being updated; need to update existing map entries as 

well as add new threats. Input from members would be welcome and 

Catherine will be in touch about this in April;  

 The main focus of project work had been preparation for the County Council 

Elections for which a Campaign Guide and Candidate Green Belt Pledge 

proforma has been created, county based networks of campaign groups 

would had been set up and branches asked to identify ‘big issues’. 

 

It was agreed that it would be beneficial to have more focus on campaigns over 

the next three months. 

 

7. OTHER MATTERS 

 Reference was made to a proposal to build 300 house in Addington Village 

 and the housing pressures on the section of the North Downs in Surrey. 

 

8. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
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 The next meetings would be on 12 July and 22 November (which would also 

 be the AGM. 

 The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m. 


